"European Extravaganza 2009 "

A very quick report by the author, Adam Daniels, of my trip to 9 countries of Europe (all by rail of course, no flying

here!) T report definitely not up to the standards of experienced bashers like Neil Aitken, and quality / quantity of
scratches not up to those of Sooty / Dan Bound -thd-less. &Nat he a
being a railwayman, all of this took place with a 10 day Global InterRail, a couple of CNL supplements ( sor r vy, I 6n
old for slumming it on seats...) and 6 Euros of ticket for the 1 private railway | did in Switzerland.

I had a few fAabsol uteo requi r galeayihterest takingmplace ifthe Vast fine bventher e i
weekend of 11"™-13" December (and given | finished this 5 days before that, | had to do them at least once!) and some

were other personal things. In no particular order, | needed to scratch as many bunnies as possible (failed dismally!),

much track including pieces where locos were finishing for the last time (like Wendlingen i Oberlenningen) and
requirements which just seemed | should try having never done them before (no laughing Sooty, but the Czech
Republic for one!).

With greatful thanks to Neil for the beer gen (though as you will read Neil, almost zero used i very sorry i beers on me
next time we meet!), Sooty for the Polish curry gen (definitely used, see later!), Mr Smith for posting a couple of bits
back to the UK for me, and somebody who shall remain nameless for keeping the Belgian simplifier up-to-date to
enable me to get 17 loc scratches in a day....

The few enclosed pics are a | | taken on my Canon EOS 40D, handheld (i.e.
Europe with me).

In the move lists, scratched locos / units are in bold.

Thursday 26" November

So, I find myself on my way to St Pancras in readiness f o
would be easier, but at £12 a day for long stay parking, 2 £13 travelcards is somewhat cheaper than the £132 parking |

would have paid HS1 (or whatever theydre called now?) for
Oh, and | had Apurchasedo the Eurodt ampgjradremdey ooMLMectuar

course provides much champagne / wine etc both ways i post journey driving not advisable...

|l 6m staying in Antwerpen at the fAHot el andieasonabty ariced)fa éaby of 2
access to the following mor ni ngandon e argwerp Bllowsaall lsetit that ingeladof or wa
a loc my first Belgian haulage is 2 dud carts! It is nice though that despite a few glasses of champagne on the way up,

the night porter at the Florida was kind enough to provide me with a Westmalle Double or two to knock me out...

Moves:
SET 375710 16:46 Maidstone Easti London Bridge 17:38 1N72
FCC 319219 18:11 London Bridgei St Pancras Intl 18:31 1T96
ES 3103+3104 19:38 St Pancras International - Bruxelles Midi 22:33 9158

SNCB 467+541 22:55 Bruxelles Midi1 Antwerpen Central 23:43 IC 12022



Friday 27" November

Up early for no breakfast (fornow)and t he 05: 31 cart to Aarschot for the 3 /
civilised that continental stations have coffee machines available at unearthly hours of the morning! Today és pri or
sadly, catching up on my SNCB 23s / 26s all of which are to be withdrawn (theoretically!) by next December. That

said, I d&dm in Antwerp again tonight s oilybesgatcheédr ed i n 186s o

As one can see from the snap below, it had been a wet morning...

At Aarschot | catch up with another unknown En gl i s h b as her of(9ibefodesgoiny hane Visatte ISNGF &7
to Lille that evening) and we scratch 2 (in his case) and 3 (in my case) 23s en-route to Antwerpen.

I then return to the AFlIloridad and catch a quick breakf a
returning to Central. | view the Nordercarpark 13 (unrequired 1357) before concentrating on hired in BENELUX
28s/186s basically shuttling between Antwerpen and Mechelen / Bruxelles in the now extremely cold wind. | think in

the hour spent in the interim in Mechelen my limbs had basically frozen up completely and | just viewed things until a

warm scratchcamealong! | t hen do a couple of moves to get me into pl
along next week with 2 diagrams!) and the evening Bruxelles rush...

After a few scratches in the rush, the next intention was to go to Liege and my 3™ of 3 bankers i 2382. On arrival | had

45 mins or so before the 1 or 2 banked turns, so a quick spin to Angleur was in order. The -1 onto the CFL 300 made,

alas the return was 20 late so a scratch cart took me back to Guillemins instead of the potentially winning 3000. As

usual with my lack of luck, the bankers were dud. Wasted tripto Liegethen! 6 ve been t here probably
the swap to 23s, and each time 2382 is sat in the yard and 2380 and/or 2381 work.

I was in serious need of food on return to Antwerpen, so the Chinese round the corner from my hotel beckoned instead
of maybe a scratch 4100....



Moves:

SNCB 348 05:31 Antwerpen Central i Aarschot 06:08 IR c 2905
SNCB 2319 06:44 Aarschoti Heist Op Den Berg 06:58 P 7282
SNCB 2377 07:29 Heist Op Den Bergi Lier 07:40 P 7215
SNCB 432 07:47 Lieri Heist Op Den Berg 07:58 IR c 2907
SNCB 2304 08:05 Heist Op den Bergi Antwerpen Central 08:40 P 7283
SNCB 2839 10:03 Antwerpen Central i Mechelen 10:19 IC B 9220
SNCB 2842 10:41 Mechelen - Antwerpen Central 10:57 1C B 9217
SNCB 2834 11:03 Antwerpen Centraali Mechelen 11:19 IC B 9224
SNCB 2802 12:21 Mecheleni Bruxelles Central 12:38 IC B 9228
SNCB 373 Bruxelles Centrali Mechelen

SNCB 2723 13:40 Mecheleni Bruxelles Midi IC 12034
SNCB 2615+2624 14:24 Bruxelles Midii Bruxelles Central IR 3913
SNCB 1333 14:52 Bruxelles Centrali Bruxelles Midi IC O 484
SNCB 952 Bruxelles Midii Bruxelles Central

SNCB 2715 15:59 Bruxelles Centrali Bruxelles Midi IR 3737
SNCB 2318 16:25 Bruxelles Midii Bruxelles Central P 8092
SNCB 2102 16:42 Bruxelles Centrali Bruxelles Midi

SNCB 2311+2335 17:05 Bruxelles Midii Bruxelles Central P 8306
SNCB 2372+2374 17:17 Bruxelles Centrali Bruxelles Midi P 8724
SNCB 2328 17:34 Bruxelles Midii Bruxelles Central P 8307
SNCB 1326 18:00 Bruxelles Centrali Bruxelles Midi IC A 539
SNCB 2840 18:18 Bruxelles Midii Bruxelles Central IC B 9249
SNCB 1356 18:28 Bruxelles Centrali Liege Guillemins 19:19 IC O 468
CFL 3008 19:18 Liege Guilleminsi Angleur

SNCB 261 Angleur i Liege Guillemins

SNCB 1339 20:00 Liege Guilleminsi Leuvens ICA
SNCB 2131 20:48 Leuvensi Mechelen 21:17 IR 4142
SNCB 2839 21:41 Mecheleni Antwerpen 21:57 IC B 9261

Saturday 28" November

So, a very quick breakfast at the Florida and then on my way to the Netherlands. | arrive at Central and yet another
winning 186 turns up (my | ack of Iluck with ot hiesfi daowvht@4 s e s
now!)

Todays plan was originally to score the track to Rhenen and Emmen, giving me 2 of my last 3 mainline NS track
sections (though | 611 still need 1 Snelltram system and 1
October when, despi t e theHtrmiRsABedspent &G nsinutesaon a eoach. Instead though, | opt for

the line from Venlo into Germany (going to carts from next Sun) and any scratch NS locs | could find...

BT

Upon arrival at Dordrecht | had a few minutes to observe freight (yes, before 10:00 on a Sunday morning!) and then my
train (one of the Den Haag i Venlo ICs) arrives with one of NSs nice new (eugh!!!) carts. Indeed, of all these ICs | saw



this morning, only 1 was a loco and this was heading in the opposite direction. ERS ES 64 F4-097 (better known as
189097) wandis pebraducéd above.

Problems with the Betuweroute meant more freight was headed our way, and so we were pathed behind a rather slow
moving one. We were late at Tilburg, and even later on approach to Eindoven (22 down). Tilburg is now a shadow of
its former self and all | saw was 1826 (heavily stripped 7 guess who still needs it...) and a large number of mainly
unidentified 77s (the fAplateso these seem to have under t

The delay by Eindhoven meant that NS terminated my train here. By this point I was al r e
ignorenced mode so didnodét get this! Fortunately though ¢
what was happening. How dovet heys kinohwva dwmedd&r es prockte nrrat The
substances?

Oh well, solfindmysel f an hour behind. Not a real i ssue, as | on,

World. Same platform after a few minutes produces another DD-AR cart and | find myself in Venlo.

Off | go for the first time into DB land, with winning 111013 to Viersen, where there is a theoretical +7 1 alas this has
turned into a +1, but | still made it (just...)! As is always the case, much was to be found in Venlo yard: Railion 363825,
DB 111122, Rail4Chem PBO01, DB 151104 and 151116 and Railion 6405, 6433 and 6497, along with quite a few Veolia
carts.

Returnto Venlosawme h e ad e d -Hegogunpgroaourc @ bl e and Utrecht to Amster dam,
to try and find some winning NS locs! | was going to cover the 189 on the 17:01 CNL to Milano as well (this finishes

next week), but when a winning 1700 came in at 16:45 this had to be done instead, and | sat at Sloterdijk for ages to

try and get something back!

So, 19:01 arrives, in comes the CNL457 stock and my berth is in the very back coach on the Praha portion; this train
also, until Hannover at least, has portions for Copenhagen (front), Minsk/Moskow (next), Warsaw (next) and then us.
An experienced host greets me with a ticket check and half a bottle of Czech red wine (and not bad that was either..).

1614 is doing the honours to start with, gr eat , veaheckddnner
with sleeper Doris | have plenty ofti me t o go out and t ake &ebpdkmthe ffont)andlga | on
check /photi 12015 4! | 6ve only has 8eoflte®.sOhsvell, didehaulagealhtlte wayra@dss wa s

Germany. It was very wet in Emmerich as well!

CNL457 is one of the trains routed a rather strange way around the Ruhr (but great for somebody who does track!):
Duisberg Hbf i Dusseldorf Hbf i line 2650 i Messe Deutz i Koln Hbf, and then line 2630 i Koln Sud 1 line 2642 i line

2641 i over the Sudbrucke 7 Koln Kalk i line 2324 i line 2664/2665 i line 2652 and then back on the main line
Northwards. As anybody who has a S&W in front of them will see, most of this is freight track. Some time after

Dort mund, i actually f el l paisofteeegame!]. || wak wokem up bl jpbltng, teck mechéad i n  t
out of the window and found | was at Lichtenberg facing Westwards (i.e. the S-Bahn was over the other side!). Before

this there are calling points at Hbf and Ost, so | can only assume that the beds come into Lichtenberg via Stendal,
Spandau, line 6109, Hbf high level, line 6153 and then line 6070.

Moves:

SNCB 2836 09:00 Antwerpen Central i Dordrecht 09:53 IC B 9209
NS 9587 10:01 Dordrechti Eindhoven IC 1933
NS 8672 11:32 Eindhoveni Venlo 12:15 IC 1935
DB 111150 13:04 Venloi Viersen 13:26 RE 9021
DB 111013 13:33 Vierseni Venlo 13:57 RE 9018
NS 8745 14:19 Venloi Eindhoven 15:00 IC 1952
NS 9549+9574 15:02 Eindhoveni Amsterdam 16:22 IC 852
NS 1711 16:45 Amsterdami Sloterdijk 16:51 IC 5467
NS 1710 Sloterdijk i Amsterdam

NS 1726 17:27 Amsterdami Sloterdijk 17:32 4867
NS 1711 Sloterdijk i Amsterdam

NS 1614 19:01 Amsterdami Emmerich 20:30 CNL 457

DB 120154 20:50 Emmerichi Berlin Lichtenberg (04:xx) CNL 457



Sunday 29" November

Anyway , so | |l eave my room and go investigate. Doors are s

was easy to determine what was going on. 362943 has come on the back and was taking our 2 Czech coaches off the
train on Gl 16, then propel | i ng wus Eastwar ds, through Gl 20, for (
dropped onto the other end of the coaches, propelling us once more this time back into Lichtenberg Gl 15 and onto a
couple of Czech day coaches. During this manoeuvre | also spotted 232252 which had dropped onto the Warsaw /
Moskow portions, presumably this is normally some sort of electric but this was on because of the diversions.

My first ever Czech loco has dropped on at this point too, 371005, which then works throughout (Via Dresden) to
Prague. After breakfast we eventually arrive some 20 mins or so late.

| then went and found my lbis and asked if | could leave my bag, to my surprise the check in Doris actually gave me my
room key. Off for some bashing, followedby t he i nevitable smal.l amount of
ever been!). All | will say is that, if | can get 13 locos in a few hours, on a Sunday, | will definitely be going back. Dan i
you should definitelymbveshgme.oud of my fAbus stopo

Question for experienced CD bashers (Sooty?) i do CD actually have one livery, or are all their locs painted in different
colours? Anyway, phot of my CNL haulage here:

Tiredness set in by the evening, and an early start beckoned on the Monday, so evening meal and a few well earnt
beers were taken in the Ibis restaurant.

Moves:

DB 362943 Berlin Lichtenberg shunt (04:xx) CNL 457
CD 371005 (04:xx) Berlin Lichtenbergi Praha HI N 09:56 CNL 457
CD 749256 11:36 Praha HI Ni Praha Smichov R 1248
CD 363082 11:47 Praha Smichovi Praha HI N

CD 363078 12:06 Praha HI Ni Praha Smichov

CD 749039 12:17 Praha Smichovi Praha HI N

CD 162037 12:30 Praha HI NT Praha Smichov

CD 163064 12:53 Praha Smichovi Praha HI N

CD 163071 12:47 Praha HI Ni Praha Smichov (running 15 late) R 250
CD 162037 13:18 Praha Smichovi Praha HI N

CD 163030 13:47 Praha HI N7 Praha Smichov

CD 749006 14:17 Praha Smichovi Praha HI N

CD 162020 14:30 Praha HI Ni Praha Smichov

CD 363069 14:47 Praha Smichovi Praha HI N

(Then, in a touristy desperate move, 2 different cars of the Fenicular and unknown / not bothered tram haulage!)
CD 163029 17:53 Praha Smichovi Praha HI N

6d



Monday 30" November

Up well early for a taxi move to HI N and my first move to take me into Germanyvi a A ALEXO0 territory
winning bunny on the Nur nbettgbembhisalso erds this weék, frono next sveek ALEX wa s n
are working through to (presumably) Plzen from Nurnberg and those Bunny turns cease.

We were nearly 10 late at Schwandor f but in the way that civilised
onto the ALEX. Regensburg station and GVZ produced sights of 143077, 143240, 152107, 185254 and 185273, and
Landshut had 363179, 152088, 152130, 152080 and 111224.

Quick leap at Munchen to the lbis, where once again | can actually get my room key. Back to the Hbf for more
spinning, the intention today to go off to Ulm and clear some of those bunnies, especially the early ones required (164,

193, 194 and 196). Alas with my luck again, despite scoring 3 Ulm winners they were all 4s. | also spectacularly failed
with the incoming bunny at Lauphei mWeahsrwastgettohg intenedting, dsgann up
be seen from this at Aulendorf:

Return to Munchen on the 19:45 IC, and retire after a couple of Weisbiers.

Moves:
CD 363068 05:06 Praha HINT Plzen R 350
CD 754059 07:00 Plzeni Furth | Wald R 350
DB 218464 08:21 Furth | Wald i Schwandorf RE 350
ALEX 223072 09:08 Schwandorfi Regensburg ALX 37977
ALEX 183002 09:46 Regensburg Hbfi Munchen Hbf 11:15 ALX 37977
DB 218492 11:51 Munchen Hbfi Munchen Pasing 11:58 RE 32676
DB 111036 12:21 Munchen Pasingi Munchen Hbf 12:28 RB 30628
DB 101001 12:41 Munchen Hbfi Ulm Hbf 14:03 IC 2260
DB 218431 + 14:11 Ulm Hbf i Aulendorf 14:49 IC 119
218434
DB 218406 +  15:03 Aulendorfi Ulm Hbf 15:45 RE 4232
218496
DB 146224 16:10 Ulm Hbfi Geislingen (Steige) 16:33 RE 19230
DB 146219 16:40 Geislingen (Steige)i Ulm Hbf 17:02 IRE 4231
DB 218436 17:12 Ulm Hbfi Laupheim West 17:25 |IRE 4231
DB 611525 + Laupheim Westi Ulm Hbf
611525
DB 146201 18:10 Ulm Hbf - Geislingen (Steige) 18:33 RE 19236
DB 146221 18:40 Geislingen (Steige)i Ulm Hbf 19:02 RE 4235

DB 101001 19:45 Ulm Hbfi Munchen Hbf 21:16 IC 2267






Tuesday 1% December

Off this morning to my free accomodation in Switzerland, at my cousins apartment just North of Lausanne. This was
always to be a lazy day, with only a handful of moves although this did include the 2 SBB Cargo 421s which work the
ECs between Lindau and Zurich. | dt sign@ustria (but have the book owing to the large number of 1116s had in
Germany!), but there is also the token cart and Bregenz station to add the country to the list for this trip.

The usual array of Swiss items were seen across the country, stranger ones being:

St Margrethen TEM 340, TEM 343, DB 185085

St Gallen 16388, 234148
Gossau 234103
Sirnach 234118
Winterthur TEM 263
Zurich Hbf 18441

Olten 234124

Along with the usual array of Thurbos (at least that awful livery has gone now!), 421s and 460s and various BLS locos
in the West.

After a number of hours in more snow, | arrived at Lausanne and went over to Lausanne Flon, from where | would
have to get on my only private railway of the trip, completewit h 3 Eur o ching each way.
most railways in Switzerland it seems to go up a rather steep slope!

Once there the view from my cousins apartment overlooking Lake Geneva was worth the all day trip in itself (the lights
over the far side of the lake are Evian in France):

Moves:

DB 218426 + 07:12 Munchen Hbfi Lindau Hbf 09:47 EC 196
218440

SBB 421372 09:55 Lindau Hbfi St Margrethen 10:18 EC 196

SBB 421374 10:42 St Margrethen i Bregenz 10:53 EC 193

OBB 4024 004 11:11 Bregenzi St Margrethen 11:24 REX 5723

SBB 11181 11:29 St Margretheni St Gallen 11:56 RE 3824

SBB 460076 12:11 St Galleni Lausanne 15:40 IC 724

LEB 36 16:00 Lausanne Floni Jouxten Mezery 16:09 R 145

t



